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Consular Section of the United States Embassy in Damascus Honors Consular Leadership
Day

January 27, 2011

Damascus — The Consular Section of the Embassy of the United States in Damascus hosted over
forty members of the diplomatic community for an insider’s view of the U.S. visa process in
honor of Consular Leadership Day, which is held annually by consular sections at U.S.
diplomatic missions worldwide. During today’s event, “Open Doors, Secure Borders,” the
Embassy hosted consuls and visa officers from different Embassies in Damascus, as well as from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to witness the U.S. immigrant and non-immigrant visa process
firsthand.

U.S. Consul General in Damascus, André Goodfriend, explained that this event was conceived to
open a window on the process of obtaining a visa to enter the United States. In addition, he
expressed confidence that his staff in turn learned from the observations of their international
colleagues. He added that transparency in the visa process is in line with democratic values, and
that this event is part of the tradition of knowledge-sharing among the consular officials here in
Damascus.
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